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(4) The employment security status 
of its personnel is free of influence or 
control of any producer, supplier, or 
vendor, and 

(5) It does not perform design or qual-
ity assurance manual approval services 
for any manufacturer whose design or 
manual has been created or prepared in 
whole or in part by engineers of its or-
ganization or engineers of any affili-
ated organization. 

(c) All submissions by States shall 
include a statement that personnel 
who will be in any way involved in car-
rying out the State plan or PIA func-
tion are free of any conflict of interest 
except that with respect to members of 
councils, committees or similar bodies 
providing advice to the designated 
agency are not subject to this require-
ment. 

§ 3282.360 PIA acceptance of product 
certification programs or listings. 

In determining whether products to 
be included in a manufactured home 
are acceptable under the standards set 
out in part 3280 of 24 CFR, all PIAs 
shall accept all product verification 
programs, labelings, and listings unless 
the PIA has reason to believe that a 
particular certification is not accept-
able, in which case, the PIA shall so in-
form the Secretary and provide the 
Secretary with full documentation and 
information on which it bases its be-
lief. Pending a determination by the 
Secretary, the PIA shall provisionally 
accept the certification. The Sec-
retary’s determination shall be binding 
on all PIAs. 

§ 3282.361 Design Approval Primary 
Inspection Agency (DAPIA). 

(a) General. (1) The DAPIA selected 
by a manufacturer under § 3282.203 shall 
be responsible for evaluating all manu-
factured home designs submitted to it 
by the manufacturer and for assuring 
that they conform to the standards. It 
shall also be responsible for evaluating 
all quality control programs submitted 
to it by the manufacturer by reviewing 
the quality assurance manuals in 
which the programs are set out to as-
sure that the manuals reflect programs 
which are compatible with the designs 
to be followed and which commit the 
manufacturer to make adequate in-

spections and tests of every part of 
every manufactured home produced. 

(2) A design or quality assurance 
manual approved by a DAPIA shall be 
accepted by all IPIAs acting under 
§ 3282.362 who deal with the design, 
quality assurance manual, or manufac-
tured homes built to them, and by all 
other parties, as, respectively, being in 
conformance with the Federal stand-
ards or as providing for adequate qual-
ity control to assure conformance. 
However, each design and quality as-
surance manual is subject to review 
and verification by the Secretary or 
the Secretary’s agent at any time. 

(b) Designs. (1) In evaluating designs 
for compliance with the standards, the 
DAPIA will not allow any deviations 
from accepted engineering practice 
standards for design calculations or 
any deviations from accepted test 
standards, except that the DAPIA, for 
good cause, may request the Secretary 
to accept innovations which are not 
yet accepted practices. Acceptances by 
the Secretary shall be published in the 
form of interpretative bulletins, where 
appropriate. 

(2) The DAPIA shall require the man-
ufacturer to submit floor plans and 
specific information for each manufac-
tured home design or variation which 
the DAPIA is to evaluate. It shall also 
require the submission of drawings, 
specifications, calculations, and test 
records of the structural, electrical and 
mechanical systems of each such man-
ufactured home design or variation. 
The manufacturer need not supply du-
plicate information where systems are 
common to several floor plans. Each 
DAPIA shall develop and carry out pro-
cedures for evaluating original manu-
factured home designs by requiring 
manufacturers to submit necessary 
drawings and calculations and carry 
out such verifications and calculations 
as it deems necessary. Where compli-
ance with the standards cannot be de-
termined on the basis of drawings and 
calculations, the DAPIA shall require 
any necessary tests to be carried out at 
its own facility, at separate testing fa-
cilities or at the manufacturer’s plant. 

(3) Design deviation report. After eval-
uating the manufacturer’s design, the 
DAPIA shall furnish the manufacturer 
with a design deviation report which 
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